
 

          Public Notice 
               Public Notice No. 04-53  Date:  August 6, 2004  

              
 Nashville District   Application No. 2003-01701    Expiration Date: September 6, 2004 
 

 

Please address comments to:  Nashville District Corps of Engineers, Regulatory Branch 
                                                  3701 Bell Road, Nashville, TN 37214   (Attn: Lisa Morris) 
 

 
JOINT PUBLIC NOTICE

 US ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
 STATE OF TENNESSEE 
 
SUBJECT:  Proposed Deposit of Fill Material for Channel Relocation, Culverts, and Utilities on 
Morris Creek, Adjacent Wetlands, and Unnamed Tributaries to Morris and Piney Fork Creeks, 
Stewart County, TN -State Route (SR) 76 TDOT Project No. 81004-1229-14 
 
TO ALL CONCERNED: The application described below has been submitted for a Department 
of the Army (DA) Permit pursuant to Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (CWA).  Before a 
permit can be issued, certification must be provided by the state of Tennessee, Department of 
Environment and Conservation, (TDEC), Division of Water Pollution Control, pursuant to 
Section 401(a)(1) of the CWA, that applicable water quality standards will not be violated.       
By copy of this notice, the applicant hereby applies for the required certification. 
 
APPLICANT: Tennessee Department of Transportation 
  Suite 900, James K. Polk Building 
                        Nashville, TN 37243 
 
LOCATION:  Morris Creek (intermittent stream) is a tributary to Dyers Creek Mile 7.5L, which 
is a tributary of the Cumberland River at Mile 88.7R, Lake Barkley, Stewart County, TN.  Piney 
Fork Creek is a tributary of Little Fork Red River at Mile 11.0R.  USGS Quads- Bumpus Mills, 
TN and Indian Mound, TN.  Lat: 36-33-18; Long: 87-46-51.  See location map, Exhibit A.   
 
DESCRIPTION OF WORK: The applicant proposes to improve SR 76 (US 79), classified as a 
principal arterial, between Joiner Hollow Road and State Route 120.  Fort Campbell Military 
Reservation is located on the north side of the project.  The project would widen SR 76 from two 
lanes to four lanes with a 48' depressed median, 12' outside shoulders and 6' inside shoulders on 
existing and new alignment.  The purpose of the work is to improve substandard passing and 
sight distance.   
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The following is a description of the existing and proposed wetland and stream channel 
conditions.  Plans of the wetland fill and longer channel relocations are attached.  For detailed 
plans on the other aspects of the proposed work, as described below, please contact this office.  
 
Wetland Impact - Deposit of fill material into 0.92-acre above headwaters wetland area.        
The proposal would require the filling of a wooded wetland depression located alongside the 
existing right-of-way.  A roadside ditch runs through the wetland connecting with Morris Creek 
(Sta. 275+18 to Sta. 279+65).  Mitigation at a 4:1 ratio (3.68-acres) would be debited from 
available credits at the Harpeth Mitigation bank. 
 
Channel Relocation #1 plus Culvert - Morris Creek (Sta. 368+50 to Sta. 378+50) 
Existing is a 1,084-ft channel consisting of 88-ft culvert and 996-ft open channel.  Proposed is a 
1,084-ft channel consisting of 804-ft relocated open channel and 280-ft of 2 @ 14' x 5' culvert 
with 50' riprap at outlet and 150' riprap at inlet.  Two springs at Sta. 374+00 would be directed 
into two-15' long pipes (18" dia.) and drain boxes. 
 
Channel Relocation #2 plus Culvert - Morris Creek (Sta. 403+00 to Sta. 130+00) 
Existing is a 2,824-ft channel consisting of 238-ft culvert and 2,586-ft open channel.  Proposed is 
a 2,674-ft channel consisting of 2,036-ft relocated open channel and culverts as follows:  
(1) 280' of 2 @ 6' x 5' (Sta. 405+18); (2) 218' of 54" dia. pipe (Sta. 117+53); 48' of  24" pipe plus 
26' endwalls (Sta. 126+56); and (3) 40' of 24" pipe plus 26' endwalls (Sta. 128+27) with 10-ft 
riprap at Sta. 404+30. 
 
In-Lieu Fee Mitigation for the proposed channel relocations, encapsulations by culvert, 
and channel loss (to include all the actions described in this notice) would be by a payment 
of $525,600 to the Tennessee Wildlife Resources Foundation for the In-Lieu Fee Stream 
Mitigation Program.  According to the applicant, on-site mitigation and other mitigation 
options were considered, but due to limited space the in-lieu fee program was chosen.   
 
The following culverts and utilities are proposed on Unnamed Tributaries to Morris Creek: 
Sta. 286+35 - Spring Directed into Spring Drain Box and 120-ft of 18" pipe 
Sta. 286+50 - 181-ft. of 6' x 6' culvert plus 49-ft. riprap at outlet and 15' at inlet 
Sta. 286+51 - 8" waterline and concrete cap 
Sta. 304+07 - 155-ft of 14' x 8' culvert plus 10' transition at outlet 
Sta. 304+10 - 8" dia. waterline backfilled to preconstruction contours 
Sta. 339+35 - 8" dia. waterline backfilled to preconstruction contours 
Sta. 339+88 - Existing is a 293-ft channel consisting of 58-ft culvert and 235-ft open channel.   
 Proposed is a 254-ft channel consisting of 75-ft open channel and 179-ft 6' x 4' culvert. 
Sta. 346+77 - 8" dia. waterline backfilled to preconstruction contours 
Sta. 347+06 - 176-ft 8' x 4' culvert plus 12' transition at outlet 
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The following culverts and utilities are proposed on Morris Creek: 
Sta. 358+50 - Removal of existing 40-ft single span bridge on Big Rock Road  
          Proposed 75-ft of 2@ 12' x 10' culvert, 41-ft open channel work 
Sta. 378+70 - 8" dia. waterline backfilled to preconstruction contours 
Sta. 404+30 - 8" dia. waterline backfilled to preconstruction contours 
 
The following culverts and utilities are proposed on Unnamed Tributaries to Piney Fork Creek: 
Sta. 159+ 39 - 151-ft of 8' x 6' culvert plus 30' transition at inlet and 45' at outlet 
Sta. 159+ 39 - 12" dia. water line backfilled to preconstruction contours 
 
The decision whether to issue a permit will be based on an evaluation of the probable impacts 
including cumulative impacts of the activity on the public interest.  That decision will reflect the 
national concern for both protection and utilization of important resources.  The benefit, which 
reasonably may be expected to accrue from the work, must be balanced against its reasonably 
foreseeable detriments.  All factors which may be relevant to the work will be considered 
including the cumulative effects thereof; among those are conservation, economics, aesthetics, 
general environmental concerns, wetlands, cultural values, fish and wildlife values, flood 
hazards, floodplain values, land use, navigation, shore erosion and accretion, recreation, water 
supply and conservation, water quality, energy needs, safety, food and fiber production, mineral 
needs, considerations of property ownership, and, in general, the needs and welfare of the 
people.         In addition, the evaluation of the impact of the activity on the public interest will 
include application of the guidelines promulgated by the Administrator, Environmental 
Protection Agency, under authority of Section 404(b)(1) of the CWA.  A permit will be granted 
unless the District Engineer determines that it would be contrary to the public interest. 
 
The Corps of Engineers is soliciting comments from the public; federal, state, and local agencies 
and officials; Indian Tribes; and other interested parties in order to consider and evaluate the 
impacts of this proposed activity.  Any comments received will be considered by the Corps of 
Engineers to determine whether to issue, modify, condition, or deny a permit for this proposal.  
To make this decision, comments are used to assess impacts on endangered species, historic 
properties, water quality, general environmental effects, and the other public interest factors 
listed above.  Comments are used in the preparation of an Environmental Assessment and/or an 
Environmental Impact Statement pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act.  Comments 
are also used to determine the need for a public hearing and to determine the overall public 
interest of the proposed activity.   
 
An Environmental Assessment will be prepared by this office prior to a final decision concerning 
issuance or denial of the requested DA Permit. 
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Consideration of federally-listed threatened, or endangered species or their critical 
habitats, as identified under the Endangered Species Act.  By letter to the applicant dated 
November 17, 1998, the US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) concurred with an applicant 
prepared ecological study and stated that the project would not adversely affect the Price's 
potato-bean plant in the vicinity of the project.  With regard to the Indiana Bat, also in the 
vicinity of the project, the USFWS stated that provided tree cuttings occur between September 
15 and March 31, the project would not adversely affect the Indiana Bat.  In addition to the pre-
coordination, TDOT states that a recent review of TDEC’s database indicates no new records of 
federally protected species within one-mile radius of the project area.  Based upon this and other 
available information, we have reached a no adverse effect determination (conditional) and 
initiation of formal consultation procedures with the USFWS is not planned at this time. 
 
Consideration of Cultural Resources.  Vaughan Engineering, Inc., prepared an architectural 
and historical document for proposed project in 1995.  By letter dated May 14, 1996, the 
Tennessee Historical Commission concurred with the study’s findings and stated no effect.   
In addition, the National Register of Historic Places has been consulted and no properties listed 
in or eligible for the National Register are known which would be affected by the proposed 
work.  This review constitutes the full extent of cultural resources investigations unless comment 
to this notice is received documenting that significant sites or properties exist which may be 
affected by this work, or that adequately documents that a potential exists for the location of 
significant sites or properties within the permit area.  A copy of this notice is being sent to the 
office of the state historic preservation officer. 
 
In addition to the DA permit and state water quality certification, other federal, state, and/or 
local approvals may be required for the proposed work.   
 
Any person may request, in writing, within the comment period specified in this notice, that a 
public hearing be held to consider this application.  Requests for public hearings shall state,     
with particularity, the reasons for holding a hearing.  Written statements received in this office   
on or before September 6, 2004, will become a part of the record and will be considered in the 
determination.  Responses and comments to this notice should be directed to the Regulatory 
Branch, Attn: Lisa Morris, at the above address.   
 
It is not necessary to comment separately to TDEC since copies of all comments will be sent to 
them and will become part of their records on the proposal.  Questions regarding the water 
quality certification can be directed to the Tennessee Department of Environment and 
Conservation, Division of Water Pollution Control (Attn: Trent Thomas), 7th Floor, L&C Annex, 
401 Church Street, Nashville, TN 37243-1534. 
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